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The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation releases 2018 County Health Rankings 
Carroll improves in overall Health Factors compared with other Maryland jurisdictions  

 
Westminster, MD — (March 14, 2018) —  In the 2018 edition of the County Health Rankings 
report released on March 14, Carroll retains its rank as #3 in Maryland for Health Outcomes, 
while improving from fourth place to #3 in Health Factors. 
 
A collaborative project of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute, the County Health Rankings & Roadmaps are available online at 
CountyHealthRankings.org.  The Rankings, issued annually since 2010, show that where you 
live influences how well and how long you live. The Rankings allow each state to see how its 
counties compare on more than 30 factors such as high school graduation rates, children in 
poverty, housing, unemployment, and access to healthy foods. 
 
Aided by a reduction in alcohol-related driving deaths, Carroll went from #5 to #4 in Health 
Behaviors. A slight uptick in self-reported poor mental health days contributed to a decrease in 
ranking for Quality of Life.  A more significant cause of the decrease was improvement on the 
part of other Maryland counties. Carroll is also ranked #2 is all of Maryland for Social and 
Economic Factors like unemployment and children in single-parent households - two factors that 
improved since 2017. The Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County is pleased to note that 
Carroll has been one of the top Maryland counties according to the Health Rankings since they 
were established in 2010, along with Frederick, Howard, and Montgomery counties.  
 

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/
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The 2018 Community Health Forum led by The Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County will 
focus on health measurement and data initiatives, including the County Health Rankings & 
Roadmaps. The Forum, being held on May 7 in Carroll Hospital’s Shauck Auditorium, will also 
provide results of the 2018 Community Health Needs Assessment for Carroll County.  For 
details, visit HealthyCarroll.org. 
 
The Rankings make it clear that good health is influenced by “Health Factors” beyond medical 
care. Dorothy Fox, Executive Director and CEO for The Partnership, said “I believe that looking 
at supporting factors such as lifestyle, environment, and education is necessary to improve 
overall health and well-being.” 
 
Fox responded to this year’s rankings, saying “I’m pleased to see that these objective measures 
reflect what we already knew - that Carroll County is one of the healthiest places to live in 
Maryland. The Partnership is committed to our community’s health; we want to celebrate what 
we do well, and dig deeper in the areas where we can do better. We will continue working to 
maintain our status as one of Maryland’s healthiest communities.” 
 
To view the 2018 County Health Rankings report for Carroll County, visit 
CountyHealthRankings.org. 
 
 
The Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County, Inc., an affiliate of Carroll Hospital Center and 
the Carroll County Health Department, is a private nonprofit organization working to improve 
health by connecting people, inspiring action, and strengthening community. 
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