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The Partnership Raises Awareness about Skin Cancer Prevention 
 
Westminster, MD - (July 18, 2014) - The Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County offers two 
programs to encourage Carroll County residents to use sun protection and reduce their risk of 
skin cancer.  
 
Safer in the Shade combines tree plantings and skin cancer prevention education. Kids plant 
trees in high sun areas where they play. Health educators from Carroll Hospital Center and the 
Carroll County Health Department provide sun safety education, and The Partnership gives away 
sun protection items to reinforce the message. The tree planting also provides an environmental 
benefit, helping with erosion control and community green space.  
 
As part of this year’s Safer in the Shade event on July 17, five shade trees were planted at the 
Finksburg Branch Library.  Many young library patrons and adults attended the planting and 
education session, and received free sunscreen, cups that change color when exposed to the sun’s 
UV rays, baseball caps, and sun safety information. 
 
Fun in the Sun, developed in 2011, takes place at local community swimming pools. Displays 
about melanoma, skin cancer, and tanning bed usage help educate swimmers. Children receive 
free brimmed hats, sunglasses, lip protection, sunscreen, and UV detection cards for being able 
to recite two facts about sun safety.  Free sunscreen and lip protection are distributed to adults 
and children.  
 
Upcoming Fun in the Sun dates and locations 
 

 Thursday, July 24, 12 noon – 2:00 p.m. at the Four Seasons Sports Complex, 2710 
Hampstead-Mexico Road, Hampstead.  

 Thursday, August 7, 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Cascade Lake, 3000 Snydersburg Road, 
Hampstead. 
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In 2013, the American Cancer Society estimated that there were 30,680 new skin cancer cases in 
Maryland alone. The Skin Cancer Foundation reports that in the last 30 years, more people have 
had skin cancer than all other cancers combined. One in five Americans will develop skin cancer 
in the course of their lifetime.  
 
For more information, contact Victoria Barry at the Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County at 
410-871-7648 or VBarry@CarrollHospitalCenter.org. 
 

 
 
Caption: Children and program helpers plant trees for Safer in the Shade at the Finksburg 
Library on July 17. 
 
 
 
The Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County, Inc., an affiliate of Carroll Hospital Center and 
the Carroll County Health Department, is a private nonprofit organization working to improve 
health by connecting people, inspiring action, and strengthening community. 
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